Regular Board of Education Meeting

Tri-County School District 2358
March 17, 2009, 8:00 p.m.

Staff Work Room
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Wikstrom at 8:00 p.m. and a quorum was determined.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Members Burkel, Koland, Murray, Olson, Sollund, Swenson, Chair Wikstrom, Superintendent Ruud and Principal Sorgaard were present.

“We Are Proud”
· I am proud of the National Honor Society for their work in helping with Read Across America activities.  As a service project, the NHS members decided to purchase 146 books--one for every elementary student at Tri County, Preschool/Headstart through grade six.  On Monday, March 2, each NHS member went into a chosen classroom or two to read their favorite Dr. Seuss book.  After reading to their classes, the entire group went into each classroom to present the books they had purchased for the students.  Members involved are Rebecca Larson, Josh Guillemette, Kim Nyflot, Carrie Engen, Spencer Knutson, and Nicole Stusynski. 

· I am proud of the Tri-County FCCLA members for their excellent behavior at the region STAR event competition in Ada on February 18.  Four groups competed and all four advanced to the state competition to be held in April.  Larissa Krantz and Brenna Koland presented their STAR event on "Chicks and Cliques."  Madison Thompson and Mayson Taylor presented "Stop the Gossip."  Danielle Wollin and Nicole Stusynski presented "Teen Pregnancy" and Katy Martinson, Breanna Westling and Joe Stusynski presented "Being Above the Influence."
· I am proud of the girls in my Child Development class for their successful completion of the Baby Think It Over simulation program.  After working with the babies for several days in class, they took them home to care for them from 4 pm on a Thursday afternoon to 8:30 am on Monday morning.  Students were responsible for all aspects of their baby's care, including feeding, diapering, burping, rocking, soothing, changing clothes, transporting in carseats and finding babysitters when they had to work.  The babies were programmed to range in age from 8 to 33 days old.  Though not completely realistic, this was a powerful learning experience for the girls--teaching them about various sacrifices one makes when they become a parent, the time involved in caring for an infant, the importance of a support system during normal life events, and the many decisions involved in parenting a child.  The students who participated were Kayla Anderson, Andrea Tureson, Sara Donaldson, Nicole Hanson and Paige Martinson.
•
We are proud of all of our students for raising $2,553.53 during Pennies for Patients.  The money goes to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Last year we raised $2,265.11 in three weeks, this year, we reached our goal of $2,500.00 in only two weeks!  We are also proud of the faculty and staff for being courageous and following through on their incentives.  Pennies for Patients was a big success again.  The assembly was fun!  We really come together as a school community during this fundraiser.

•
We are proud of Mrs. Schindele and the elementary staff and students for another successful Dr. Seuss day!  We are proud of Mrs. Pietruszewski and the National Honor students for their work with Dr. Suess day.

•
I am extremely proud of the elementary students, staff, and community!  They helped collect 9,305 Box Tops for Education.  This equals $930.50.  This is the most that we have ever collected!!  The first and second graders tied this year (which has never happened) with 1,525 each.  This money is used for additional items that can be purchased for the classroom during the school year or for any field trips that classes choose to go on.    I am also proud of Tierney Skinner and Dylan Hayes who counted these each month, recorded the amounts and at the end helped to pack them in bags of 50, again count them out and record each amount for each grade to get a final count.  They did a great job!

•
We are proud of the fact that as the class of 2009 nears graduation they will had the opportunity to have received almost one year of college credit through College in the High School and various CLEP testing.  They will graduate with a 24.3 average on the ACT (22 is state average) and are pursuing many different scholarships.  They have been one of the finest groups of seniors that I have had the pleasure of working with and I wish them well in the future.  Thanks to Mr. Sorgaard and the staff for providing and preparing the students for these opportunities.

•
The Tri-County HS Mixed Choir received a superior rating at choir contest in Newfolden on March 11.  We can be proud that they represented their school with good behavior and a wonderful performance.
Member Koland moved, Member Murray seconded to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2009 regular meeting.   UC

Member Koland moved, Member Sollund seconded to authorize payment for claims in the following funds.   UC


Last Year
This Year

GENERAL
$48,346.14
$63,776.85


FOOD SERVICE
9,425.39
8,064.50


COMMUNITY SERVICE
1,619.71
243.45

TOTAL
$59,391.24
$72,084.80

VISITORS:  None 

Member Burkel moved, Member Swenson seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  UC
Member Koland moved, Member Burkel seconded to disapprove the joining of the Sparsely Populated Agricultural Highway 11 Pod for the 2009-10 school year.  UC
Member Sollund moved, Member Swenson seconded to approve the Federal Advocacy Resolution:  UC

WHEREAS, the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, regardless of the intent of its authors, is deeply flawed and has created many negative consequences and attitudes in the minds of parents, citizens and educators while drawing precious funding away from direct instruction of our neediest students; and 

WHEREAS, the Tri-County School inherently recognizes an obligation to continuously improve student outcomes for all students; and

WHEREAS, the NCLB Act is currently a collection of 93 disjointed programs that would better serve children if organized to provide a seamless array of services and support for children in need; and 

WHEREAS, attempts to fix existing flaws will inevitably lead to more bureaucratic complexity rather than understandable simplicity; and 

WHEREAS, the level of funding for public schools has a direct impact on the quality of learning opportunities for all children, and the underfunded mandates of the federal government create additional stress on this funding system; and 

WHEREAS, standards and accountability systems are best assigned as the constitutional responsibility of States under broad federal expectations of quality rather than any attempt to create a ‘one-size fits-all’ federal standard; therefore be it now


RESOLVED that Tri-County School hereby urges the U.S. Congress to fundamentally reframe the structure of the Federal investment in K-12 education with a focus on serving low income and disadvantaged children; and be it further 

RESOLVED that we urge the return of responsibility for student and school accountability to the individual States; and be it further 

RESOLVED that we urge the Minnesota Legislature and Governor to inform the Federal Government of Minnesota’s intent to consider a withdrawal from participation in NCLB if a reframing of the Statute is not completed by October, 2010, and be it further

RESOLVED that the Minnesota Legislature and the Minnesota Department of Education develop a more positive approach to state efforts to raise student achievement for both students and for schools.
Principal Sorgaard reported on the following:  Advisory Committee Meeting; Commencement May 31 at 1:00; Registration for Grades 7-12 is complete; Science Fair March 25; Regional Knowledge Bowl March 26; Staff/Student After Prom Fundraiser; Close Up Trip March 28 – April 3; MCA-II Grad Tests April 14 – May 7. 

Superintendent Ruud reported on the following:  Interquest-4 Visits Per Year; Region I Genisis System; Q-Comp; Stimulus Package; Shift in Payments; Prairie Winds Grant; Phase III Board Training at TRF on April 14; National Superintendent Conference

Board Report:  

NWRIC:  No Meeting

Member Koland moved, Member Olson seconded to adjourn.  UC
Respectfully submitted by James Sollund, Clerk __________________________

Next Meeting:  April 21 at 8:00 p.m.

